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DEBRIEF: A Kings Chambers Podcast Factsheet
EPISODE 9 – ‘FAILURE TO REMOVE’ CASES
In this podcast, Sam Karim QC, Jasmine Skander and Richard Borrett consider the recent Supreme
Court decision of Poole Borough Council (Respondent) v GN (through his litigation friend “The Official
Solicitor”) and another (Appellants) [2019] UKSC 25.
This is a very significant case in the field of local authority ‘failure to remove’ claims, where it is alleged
that a local authority has negligently failed to remove a child from their home, and that as a result the
child has suffered injury.
There were two key issues addressed in the judgment:
(1) Whether a local authority could ever owe a duty of care at common law to children in relation
to torts committed by third parties (e.g. parents), for public policy reasons; and
(2) If such a duty can be owed, then when might it be owed
Sam, Jasmine and Richard consider the rationale for the judgment, its implications for ‘failure to
remove’ claims, and the relevance of the European Convention on Human Rights.
Cases referenced in the Podcast
•
•

Poole Borough Council (Respondent) v GN (through his litigation friend “The Official
Solicitor”) and another (Appellants) [2019] UKSC 25
For links to a press summary and videos of the hearing itself please visit:
https://www.supremecourt.uk/cases/uksc-2018-0012.html
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