KINGS CHAMBERS
LEGAL THOUGHT
LEADERS

DEBRIEF: A Kings Chambers Podcast Factsheet
EPISODE 17 – Serious Medical Treatment with Dr Jennifer Abthorpe
Dr Jennifer Abthorpe is dual trained in Critical Care and Anaesthesia. During the Covid-19 pandemic, she was
working in the critical care department of a large south London teaching hospital which cared for nearly two
hundred critically ill Covid-19 patients. She is currently a Senior Clinical Fellow in Critical Care Ultrasound at the
Royal Surrey County Hospital and is due to take up her consultant post in February.
Materials
− The Court of Protection
Cases Referenced
Serious Medical Treatment cases relating to Best Interests:
Aintree University Hospitals NHS Foundation Trust v James [2013] UKSC 67
Wye Valley NHS Trust v Mr B [2015] EWCOP 60
Serious Medical Treatment cases relating to Advance Decisions:
Barnsley Hospital NHS Foundation Trust v MSP [2020] EWCOP 26
NHS Cumbria CCG v Mrs Jillian Rushton [2018] EWCOP 41
Serious Medical Treatment cases relating to capacity:
Re E (Medical treatment: Anorexia) (Rev 1) [2012] EWCOP 1639
A NHS Foundation Trust v Ms X [2014] EWCOP 35
Guys And St Thomas NHS Foundation Trust (GSTT) & South London and Maudsley NHS Foundation Trust v R [2020] EWCOP 4
Northamptonshire Healthcare NHS Foundation Trust v AB [2020] EWCOP 40
Re W (Medical Treatment: Anorexia) [2016] EWCOP 13
Litigation Capacity
A Local Authority v RS (Capacity) [2020] EWCOP 29
Sheffield City Council v E [2004] EWHC 2808 (Fam)
London Borough of Islington v QR [2014] EWCOP 26

Speaker Profiles

Sam Karim QC
Sam Karim QC is a specialist practitioner in public law,
domestic and international arbitration and is the Head of the
Administrative Law team at Kings Chambers. Prior to taking
silk, Sam was a member of the Attorney General Panel of
Treasury Counsel for over a decade representing central
government in high-profile proceedings. He has experience in
all levels and types of courts and tribunals and regularly
appears in the appellate courts.
Eliza Sharron
Eliza Sharron specialises in all fields of Court of Protection
work, including property and affairs, health and welfare,
serious medical treatment, and associated human rights
matters. Eliza also specialises in cases that involve
safeguarding vulnerable adults within the inherent jurisdiction
of the High Court. Eliza regularly acts on behalf of the Official
Solicitor for protected parties, as well as acting for local
authorities, NHS bodies, Clinical Commissioning Groups and
individuals/family members. Eliza undertakes inquest work and
judicial review work with a particular interest in cases involving
the extent of local authority duties towards young people and
their families.

Arianna Kelly
Arianna Kelly is a specialist Court of Protection and Public Law
barrister who regularly advises and acts in public law matters
relating to of social care and healthcare, as well as issues
relating the welfare and property and affairs of people lacking
capacity. She frequently advises in and undertakes judicial
review work in relation to eligibility and care planning decisions
and community care charging and debt recovery. She also
advises public authorities on policies relating to health and
social care. She is a member of the Attorney General and the
Equality and Human Rights Commission panels of counsel.
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